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The Ordinary Iconic Ranch House is about the mid-ZOth-century Ranch House in Georgia.
It is presented in six parts.

Part V (this part) identifies the distinctive architectural and historical aspects of the
“Georgia” Ranch House.

Other parts of The Ordinary Iconic Ranch House tell other parts of the Ranch House story.



What accounts for this tremendous variety
of new Ranch House designs all across
Georgia at the middle of the 20th century?

Something more than just the national
trends and influences, as persuasive as they
may have been?

Certainly the presence of professionally
trained architects in the state contributed
to this phenomenon:

Precedent-setting architects such as David
Cuttino in Atlanta, a 1928 graduate of the
Clemson University School of Architecture,
who after relocating to Georgia in the late
1930s designed the earliest Ranch Houses
in Atlanta;
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James H. “Bill” Finch, a Georgia Tech School
of Architecture graduate, who introduced
the Contemporary-style Ranch House to
Atlanta in 1950 with the houses he
designed for the Golf View subdivision --
but who then pretty much abandoned
residential architecture for commercial and
institutional buildings;

Ellamae Ellis League in Macon, classically
trained at the Beaux-Arts Institute of Design
in New York and then the Ecole des Beaux
Arts in Fontainebleu France, who then
established her own firm and in 1942
designed what may have been the first
Ranch House in Macon ...



and her daughter, Jean League Newton,
who earned her architectural degree from
the Harvard Graduate School of Design and
in 1950 designed this Contemporary-style
Ranch House for her brother and sister-in-
law — the first Ranch House in Georgia to be
individually listed in the National Register of
Historic Places;

Bernard Webb, another graduate of the
Georgia Tech School of Architecture, who
worked for five years for Ellamae Ellis
League in Macon prior to World War ll,
then worked as a draftsman in a California
architectural office for a short time, and
then returned to Macon to open his own
practice in the late 1940s, design his own
Contemporary-style Ranch House in a
ravine in Shirley Hills in 1950, and design
another across town in 1951;



Ernest Mastin and John Summers, both
Georgia Tech School of Architecture
graduates, who starting in 1953 designed
half a dozen Contemporary-style "model"
homes for Walter Talley’s Northwoods
development in Doraville;

Ralph Thomas in Savannah, yet another
Georgia Tech-trained architect, who in the
mid-1950s introduced “Eichler” style Ranch
Houses to Savannah and Georgia and who
partnered with a local developer to build
them;
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Clement J. Ford, a 1929 Georgia Tech School
of Architecture graduate, who in mid-career
designed this seemingly plain, seemingly
simple, classic “red-brick” Ranch House
featured in a two-page color spread in
Better Homes & Gardens 1952 issue of Five
Star Homes;

and Joseph Robinson who designed
hundreds of single-family houses including
many Ranch Houses for Atlanta's African-
American society.
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The “Georgia Builds” Architectural Competition

sponsored by

RICH’S

and “Progressive Architecture” Magazine

Another contributing factor to the variety of
Ranch House design was a design
competition sponsored by Rich's
Department Store in Atlanta right after
World War Il.

At that time, Rich's was expanding its "Store
for Homes" in anticipation of the post-war
frenzy for new homes and home
furnishings.

To promote its expanded home furnishings
store, Rich's sponsored a national home
design competition, in cooperation with
Progressive Architecture magazine, to show
its customers the kinds of new houses that
could be furnished with its products.
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A REALISTIC HOUSE
FOR GEORGIA
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This is the kind of house that was featured:
the new Ranch House.

Here's another one: a rather sophisticated
California-Contemporary style courtyard-
type Ranch House, somewhat prosaically
called "a realistic house for Georgia."

It was designed by an up-and-coming
modernist architect, Hugh Stubbins,
another Georgia Tech graduate who had
gone on to the Harvard Graduate School of
Design and was practicing in Boston.



And here's the classic "linear" Ranch House,
with bedrooms at one end, carport at the
other, and open family living spaces
between.

But just as important -- arguably more
important -- was the role played by plan
book publishers, especially those in the
Georgia market, who aimed their catalogs
directly at builders, developers, and all
those prospective homebuyers.

and.

et




One of the most important was the Home
Builders Plan Service headquartered in
Atlanta.

In 1948 -- at the very dawn of the ranch-
house phenomenon in Georgia -- the
company published its "Designs for Better
Living."

This single plan book pretty much defined
the new Ranch House for Georgia:

And there it was, prominently featured, a
"semi-modern beauty:"

the seemingly plain, hip-roofed, red-brick
Ranch House that would quickly become
the "signature" Ranch House in Georgia.

HOME BUILDER'S PLAN SERVICE « 22 MARIETTA STREET BUILDING « ATLANTA 3, GA.
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207-A

RANCH TYPE — SEMI-MODERN

193-A

HOME BUILDER'S PLAN SERVICE

* 22 MARIETTA STREET BUILDING

* ATLANTA 3,GA.

With houses like these, the Home Builders
Plan Service brought the western Ranch

House to Georgia and the South in all its
different forms ...

including the basic linear type ...
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the linear type with a projecting cluster of
bedrooms at one end ...

modestly "rambling" Ranch Houses with
their offsets or setbacks ...



and courtyard and half-courtyard or L-
shaped Ranch Houses.

HOME BUILDER'S PLAN SERVICE + 22 MARIETTA STREET BUILDING + ATLANTA 3,GA. HOME BUILDER'S PLAN SERVICE « 22 MARIETTA STREET BUILDING + ATLANTA 3,GA.

As unexciting graphically as it may have

“DESIGNS been, at least by today’s standards, this
BETTERfolrIUII’IG" 1948 plan book pretty much introduced the
e awwme  TUll range of middle-of-the-road Ranch
CE TN Houses to builders and homebuyers alike in

Georgia.

HOME BUILDER'S PLAN SERVICE + 22 MARIETTA STREET BUILDING  ATLANTA 3, GA. HOME BUILDER'S PLAN SERVICE
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This one, the “semi-modern beauty,” was
built in the Parkwood subdivision in DeKalb
County,

In 1955 another Atlanta plan book
publisher, the Small Homes Plan Service,
published this catalog of new house designs
including a few Split Levels along with more
numerous Ranch Houses (at the present
time it is unclear whether this was the
company’s first publication or one in a
series).
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This catalog is of particular interest because
it features Ranch Houses that already had
been built by 1955.

These included a broad range of “middle-
class” houses, from the then-popular “red-

brick” Ranch House with its carport and
screened porch ...
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to the rather avant-garde Contemporary-
style Ranch House ...

and the “plain-style” red-brick Ranch House
with its clean-cut lines, incised window
openings, paneled picture window, and
open carport.
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Also included were courtyard-type Ranch
Houses ...

and examples of a more formal Colonial
Revival-style one-story house that might be
called the “Georgian” Ranch House.
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No. A-598
Clean-Cut, Comfortable Ranch Type

Evidencing the great variety of Ranch-
House plans, this outwardly typical linear-
with-cluster plan reversed the more
common functional arrangement by
locating the family living spaces in the
“cluster” and the bedrooms in the “linear’
section.

)

This catalog also featured Ranch Houses
with patterned brickwork enlivening the
“plain” red-brick walls ...
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No. A-597
Attractively Modern, Efficient Ranch Type
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No. A-640
Attractive Little Home Planned for Economy

and with fieldstone paneling around
windows and doorways, another hallmark
of the 1950s Ranch House in Georgia.

Of particular interest are the numerous
examples of Ranch Houses with Stone
Mountain granite foundations.
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Personality and Chorm With Efficiency

The use of this locally available stone for
foundations appears to be a distinct
regional phenomenon in the 1950s.

Leila Ross Wilburn, an Atlanta architect
better known for her earlier Craftsman
Bungalow house plans, also entered the
mid-century Ranch-House plan book
market.
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Here’s Help for Builders Select the design that

will best fit your needs.

The group of attractive and practical homes illustrated in this book were
especially designed for the average American family. If you do not find the
house to suit your desires in ""Ranch and Colonial Homes," see page 56 for a
list of my previous plai-books. The designs shown in one plan-book are not
repeated in any other baok.

Order Plans From
LeEiLA Ross WILBURN, ARCHITECT
205 One Peachtree (Peters) Bldg., Atlanta, Ga.

RANCH AND COLONIAL HOMES
COMPLETE PLANS ANG BPCCIFICATIONS s \{E~ A2V

Quite up to date i this Btls white ranch type
beick-veseer home with its six well-peopor.
tioned rooes. The screened porch gives
accen fo the attached garage. The floor plan

cally for irge rooms with practically no space
warted in hall. The freat vestibule has & con-
veniont cost closel, Among the masy sote. No. 2145
worthy fastures are & firoplace, & sunmy broalk.

fart cormer in the kitchen, ten cletets and two

full bathe. The den is planned 50 i may be

ussd a1 & third bedecom, Stain lead to attic —_
sorage snd basement whers heating plant = =
lauadey asd maid's toilet is located

Ovdet Pans Pram
LEILA ROSS WILBURN
ARCHITECT
295 One Pashtrne [Paten] By

Atlastn, Gewrgle

Her plan books were aimed at builders
(although prospective homebuyers
certainly got their hands on them) ...

Like other locally produced catalogs, her
plan books help show where the designs for
many of the Ranch Houses in Georgia came
from.
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RANCH AND COLONIAL HOMES

COMPLETE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

(AS SHOWN OR REVERSED) - - - - - $30.00
EXTRA SETS, PER SET - =« = - = - = = = $ 5.00
LUMBER AND MILL LIST - - - - - - - $ 5.00

Brick veneer walls, covered stoop, planting
box under living room picture window and
wide eaves are exterior features that you will
like. Note how successfully the car port and
connecting porch blend with the good lines
of the low-pitched roof. Bedrooms have win- No. 2221
dows on two sides, sliding door closets and .
direct bath connection. Eating space is left at

one end of the kitchen by placing the fixtures

in a U-shape. The basement takes care of the

heating plant, laundry and maid's toilet. Per- x S <
manent stairs from hall lead to the large 3 FOREN-= 1hY 010
0 BeD Room 8aru-] BELD RooM w—— sl
storage attic. s —n LSRG 0%
& 158 «
= Trenen]
[T :
} EE! !‘ ¥ car PoRT
Order Plans From WIS L. | [
LEILA ROSS WILBURN 20 x 16 i oy
ARCHITECT D
205 One Peachiree (Peters) Bldg. = ,.L..,.'. " ek Floor PuAM #2221
Atlanta, Georgia 7oto"

RANCH AND COLONIAL HOMES 55

No. 2218

3 !

Fuson AAN w0
—_—
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Most of her Ranch Houses were of the
relatively "plain" red-brick mode.

A hallmark is the cascading hipped roof
which both unifies and enlivens her
designs.
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RANCH AND COLONIAL HOMES

37

COMPLETE FLANE AND BRECAFICATIONS

A% WG . - 1 00

.
CXTRA SETH #5» Y o 2o
.

LUMBER AND MILL LINT .00

In thiv house of four bedroom, scomemy of
comtruction and an efficient layout will plesse
the modern homemaker. The eetrasce hall
gives vavy access fo kitchan, living and sleep-
ing quarters. The living room it exira large.
Al bedreoms have diding door clotety and
direct bath connection. The kitchen b o
good eating space. The besement it wnder
the bitchen and dining room and has follet,
laundry and furnece space. Stain lead to »
fine storage attic. The entrance is made
loviting by the celumn treatmant and planting
box. A combination of sicae and brick veseer
n usad for outiide wals.

Coder Pans Fram
LEILA ROSS WILBURN
ARCHITECT
208 One Paschiree [Ptens] Bidy
Atarts Genrga

Another is a marked tendency toward more
traditional “enclosed” rooms, particular the
living room, dining room, and kitchen.

In some instances these rooms were fully
enclosed.



In this regard, her designs represented a
strong regional preference for clearly
defined interior spaces rather than the
more prevalent open-space planning.

RANCH AND COLONIAL HOMES a4

f om the front entry, Bavement takes care of
game room hwd ry. lavatory, and heating
plant

Ovdar Mo Fram
LEILA ROSS WILBURN
ARCHITECT

24 One Panahires [Fotany

y 'S In the early 1960s, another Atlanta plan-
pggéﬂ}? 2 7 g m book producer, W. D. Farmer, competed

_ with the Home Builders Plan Service, the
Small Homes Plan Service, and Leila Ross
Wilburn, expanding and modernizing the

local palette of Ranch Houses designs.
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Farmer’s designs ranged from modest “red-
brick” Ranch Houses ...

And Contemporary-style houses ...



To expansive examples of both.

He also designed a number of transversely
oriented Ranch Houses suitable for
narrower building lots. Butin
contradistinction to other architects’

. transverse designs, Farmer placed the

] ]| S family living spaces in the front and the
bedrooms to the rear.
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W. D. Farmer's claim to fame was focusing
first on the plans and the forms of the
house and then dressing them up in any
number of architectural styles to suit his
clients’ tastes. In this example, the same
floor plan is given three distinct exterior
architectural treatments.

Here are two different examples of some of
his largest Ranch House types -- the true L-
shaped or half-courtyard on the left and the
faux half-courtyard (with just the garage in
the “L”) on the right -- with similar
Contemporary styling.
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Home Plans of Al Kinds — Stock & Custom Destgns

In breaking away from the more traditional
“red-brick” exteriors, Farmer also
incorporated new decorative materials and
features in his designs: textured brick
walls, perforated concrete-block screen
walls, big paneled windows, and angled
gable-roof overhangs.

Also contributing to the proliferation and
diversity of mid-century Georgia Ranch
Houses were the many new builders and
developers who supplied the market with a
full range of new houses.

They fall into three main groups:
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(1) a very small group of developers who
built a few full-fledged suburban
communities;

(2) a very large group of smaller-scale
developers who built the many subdivisions
in the growing suburban areas around the
state's larger cities;

(3) and a large group of builders who built
individual houses in older neighborhoods as
well as the new suburbs.

Chief among the few large-scale developers
was Walter Tally of Atlanta. Anticipating
the demand for new post-war suburban
houses in DeKalb County, in 1950 he began
developing Northwoods, the state's first
successful mid-century planned suburban
community, comprising more than 700
houses and community facilities on 250
acres of former farmland near Doraville.
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The architects: Ernest Mastin (1)
and John Summer who designed six
different houses to provide variety
without resorting to  superficial
variations or gimmicks to cover up
poor design,

Tally's initial houses were of the relatively
plain, red-brick type, with designs likely
taken from a local plan shop such as the
Home Builders Plan Service.

In 1953, he retained two Georgia Tech-
trained architects, Ernest Mastin and John
Summers, to design half a dozen
Contemporary-style "'model" homes.
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This new style of Ranch House proved so
~ popular with Tally's local middle-class
}% clientele that it garnered national attention.

Atlanta contemporary:

A second new suburban community was
planned for Savannah in the mid-1950s by a
consortium of local builders and developers
including Clayton Powell.

how six competing builders started a new community
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Less successful than Tally's Northwoods, it
was nevertheless highly successful in
introducing a new style of Ranch House to
Georgia -- the "Eichler" style -- designed by
local architects including Ralph Thomas.

Indeed, Windsor Forest garnered national
attention for its up-to-date house designs in
Georgia.
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A slightly later planned suburban
community was Embry Hills in northern
DeKalb County. Development was begun in
the mid-1950s by the Embry Realty
Company, owned by the three Embry
brothers, Jack, James, and Neal.

Encompassing some 600 acres of former
farmland, the development eventually
included nearly 1,000 houses, several
apartment complexes, retail stores, and
offices.
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Many of the new houses were Ranch
Houses, most of the "signature" red-brick
kind.

Indeed, in the mid- to late-1950s, nine out
of every ten new houses in Embry Hills
were Ranch Houses.
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Other large suburban developments were
developed in a piecemeal manner, over
time, by a single developer, as time, money,
and the market permitted. For example,
this plat map is for Section 4 of the Collier
Heights subdivision which eventually
comprised eight separate but interrelated
subdivisions ...

all part of a much larger constellation of
subdivisions comprising the Collier Heights
suburb on the west side of Atlanta.
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SUBDIVISION OF

LONGACRES
LAND LOT [25 & 126 —— [77H DISTRET
FULTON COUNTY, ~ GEORGIA,
C.R.ROBERTS. REG. ENGR, NO. 672

The plat for this subdivision, Long Acres in
Sandy Springs north of Atlanta, represents
the more typical post-war subdivision. It
was developed starting in 1952 by the Roy
D. Warren Company. It was one of the first
subdivisions in Sandy Spring.

The company bought former farmland at
the corner of a historic Land Lot, subdivided
the property into some two dozen building
lots, and installed basic infrastructure
including streets and drainage. The
company then sold the individual lots to a
builder, Q. S. King Contracting Company,
which built houses for sale on speculation.
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The houses were the new, seemingly plain,
immensely popular "red-brick" Ranch
Houses, very much like those introduced to
Georgia just a few years earlier by the
Home Builders Plan Service.

This type of small-scale piecemeal
development, occurring over and over
again, eventually built out much of the
sprawling post-war suburbs around not just
Atlanta but all of Georgia's larger cities.
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Photos: (above) Wray Studio; (others) Cobrial u-r
Expensive land, near town and gol| course (upper right), dictated
narrow 65" x 23 lots that cost up to $3,000 including improvements.
But architects achieved privacy by proper siting and [encing, and
variety by alternating, reversing and turning the three plans, Wall
design permitted alternation of wood siding with five different types
of brick. Foreground: a street of older houses.

Complementing the likes of Warren's work
were Thomas Northcutt and Raymond
Sanders who developed the equally small-
scale Golf View subdivision in northwest
Atlanta starting in 1950.

Comprised of only 16 lots, the subdivision
was distinguished by its architect-designed
houses.

Northcutt recruited Georgia Tech-trained
architects William "Bill" Finch and Miller
Barnes to design a suite of the new
California Contemporary-style Ranch
Houses.
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Atlanta goes modern

~=without going overboard. Archi Finch & B

gave their builders

clean design, efficient techniques and just a hint of troditic

Resvit: @ “new’ market in the old South

GOLY VIEW SUBDIVS
LOCATION: Athsts,

FINCH & BARNES, wil

THOMAS NORTHCUTT & RAYMOND SANDERS, ball
PRICES | §2,008%

These houses were among the earliest
examples of this new style in Georgia ...

and were recognized as such in the national
architectural press.
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Representing the other end of the spectrum
of builders in Georgia — small-scale builders
who built individual Ranch Houses in a
particular community -- are Billy Barr and
Geraldine Berry.

Geraldine Berry began building houses in
Savannah in the 1940s and in the 1950s
built some of the earliest local Ranch
Houses.

Her houses, locally called "Berry Built"
houses, were held in high esteem by their
owners.
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Billy Barr was a Georgia Tech-trained
industrial designer who, after World War 11,
went into the homebuilding business in
Cedartown, where he built a number of
new Ranch Houses on the outskirts of
established neighborhoods.

A different approach to building houses was
taken by the post-war Knox Company of
Thomson, Georgia, which designed and
prefabricated Contemporary-style Ranch
Houses and shipped them for erection
anywhere in the state.



Neighborhoods on the west side of Atlanta
provided unique opportunities for African-
American developers and builders in the
post-war period, and they introduced the
Ranch House to African-American
homebuyers.

John C. Calhoun, an insurance company
executive and real-estate sales person,
m%ﬁf — went into the residential development

G rd . business in 1951 with his Chicamauga
Heights subdivision.
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Q. Y. WILLIAMSON

Crescendo Valley Is Ninth

Williamson & Company
Subdivision Since 1955

With the announcement of
o

its neww Crescendo Valley Sub-

division, the \ and C

pony real estate fiem bring to

a total of 9 the subdivisi it hos developed or sponsored sinco

1955, 1t was thot yeor that the company served as promolers ond
axclusive agents for the history-maoking Crestwood Forest Sub-

division.

The Crescendo Valley homes are
being offered Lo véaterans on u No-
Dawn Payment, 103 pesceal loan
basis. Noneveterana may take ad-
vantage of 1aw down paynwnts with
FHA financirg,

The 117 homes In the rew com-
munity ‘will bringz t> over 709 the

number af houses handled by the Slies. W.

crack sales foree of Willlamron and
Company sinee 1955. These snles-
men z0)8 over two and a half mil-
lon dolisrs warth of property laat
year. Of -the 117 housay to be erve-
ted (n the Crescendo Vulley Com-
munity, 42 have olready been sold
and wers under construction before
any advertising had been done.
In 1954, Q. V. Willlamson, pred
dent of the tinn, and a group of
Adlanta busineéss yaen: formied * the
Natlnal Development  COmmaty.
Lland was purchased in northwest
Atianta: bx:ylnd the point of any
vl egro r
tlon. It was on this fand that the
Crestwood Forest homes were bullt
Since un; time . ;hqmnnﬂblvh‘l,‘oss
promoted: and sponsor y-+Wil-
lamson & Cnmpany have included
Oreek Drive, 34 houses: l;: .

Mismi Heights, 53; Fair Lane du..
184: and now Crescendo Valley, 117,

a sales force af ten salesmen and
a stall of 15 workers. Veteran af
the sales group is-W: H.- Ww:
whose renl estale career began ln
1008, and who was one of the three
members of the compiny when it
was lormed In 1941,
Other salesmen include wmlnm
W

. Las o.
ve'y S. Moore, nnd R P. M. Bow-
den,

The company on a whole Includes
o Sales Lept.,  (nsurance  pepl.,
Property Munagemen: and Rentul
Dept. and a very efficient Currency
Exchange,

The new Ranch House was his choice for
this exclusive new African-American
neighborhood.

Quentin V. Williamson, head of Williamson
and Company real estate, oversaw the
development of several subdivisions in the
exclusive Collier Heights neighborhood in
Atlanta



86

87

‘Chief’ Aiken Shows
Nation How It’s Done

13 8 FAR as the housing crisis is concerned, Atlantia Ne-
groes find themselves in a happy sitnation, principal-
ly because of the bustling energy and organizational

ability of its one-man housing boom, Walter “Chief” Aiken.

“Chief,” a Hampton graduate, and native of Delaware,
who made a national reputation for

himself as a football coach, before
devoting his talents to the contract. :
ing business, is recognized today as
the nation’s greatest Negro builder
of small homes. He is Georgia’s home
building champ, regardless of color.

Not only has he built more than
3,000 small homes in the last sev-
en years, but he has made them ac- §
cessible to those most in need of }
them by financing the purchase of }

them himself under a plan whereby «CHIEF” AIKEN

only a small down payment is re-
quired.

This is possible because of two
reasons: 1—Mr. Aiken does his
construction on a mass production
basis that is a cross between pre-
fabricated and custom construc-

but for the country as a whole, is
his organization. He hires white
amd colored workers indiscrimi-
nately on a strict ability basis.
His construction firm is a living

example of the workability ‘of the " -

fair even in

tion; 2—As a matter of b
principle, he is the Woolworth of
housing, earning a small per unit
profit. .

Unique not only for the South,

the South.

On this page is a random selec-
tion of some of his work in At-
lanta.

also featuring the new Ranch Houses.

Walter Aiken, Atlanta's most prolific mid-
century builder, built more than 3,000
single-family houses on the west side of the
city from the 1920s into the 1960s.
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Starting in the 1950s, he specialized in
building Ranch Houses.

Lots of Ranch Houses
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ATLANTA

Warren Whatley Sr.,
92, knew and built history

rhadieEajc.com

Warren Whatley
a

Varren Settles Whatley

St., 92, of Atlanta died Thurs-
day at Emary Crawford Long
lis 1) a.m.

accol
u The constructio

- pany he man with
sy brothers, Charl

Many of the Ranch Houses in all these new
subdivisions were actually built by Warren
Whatley, Sr. Right after World War 1l,
Whatley and his brothers founded a
construction company, Whatley Bros.
Construction, that specialized in the
construction of houses for black and white
developers alike.

Let’s look now at some of the distinctive
architectural characteristics of Georgia’s
Ranch Houses.

Things that might make Georgia’s Ranch
Houses “Georgia,” so to speak, or at least

“Southern.”

“Distinctive” if not necessarily “unique.”
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A good place to start is so obvious that it is
often overlooked: red brick.

Red-brick Ranch Houses first appeared in
numbers in 1947 -- right at the beginning of
the post-WWII ranch-house boom -- and
then quickly became the “signature” Ranch
House in Georgia.



As we have seen, they were featured in the
1948 Home Builders Plan Service plan book.

208-A
SEMI-MODERN BEAUTY
ottractive breakfost nook with cors

r00f with wide overhang, stone e
picture window result in attroctive e;

That same year, the Atlanta Journal noted
that "a large percentage [of new

homebuyers in Georgia] prefer a rambling
type brick house."
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Red-brick Ranch Houses in Georgia gained
national attention in 1952 when Better
Homes & Gardens magazine featured a red-
brick Ranch House designed by Atlanta
architect Clement J. Ford.

This seemingly simple house was heralded
as the epitome of what a middle-class
Ranch House should be:

In the editors’ opinion, it “avoided the
triteness of the Traditional as well as the
starkness of the Modern” and presented a
“fresh pleasing style of its own.”

This pretty much legitimized the seemingly
plain red-brick Ranch House as the
Southeast’s answer to the Southwestern
Ranch House!
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YOUR BEST
BUY IS

SPONSORED BY MEMBERS OF THE

STRUCTURAL CLAY PRODUCTS INSTITUTE

Why red brick, you might ask?

After World War I, brick was aggressively
promoted by the brick industry as a
durable, maintenance-free, and relatively
inexpensive building material ...

and Georgia had lots of red clay being made
into bricks at brickyards in Macon and
elsewhere.

So in a very real sense, the red-brick Ranch
House that we’re all so familiar with is an
unheralded indigenous structure!



Other regional characteristics include
modern awning or jalousie windows that
provided for ventilation during rainy
weather and summer thunderstorms ...

101 and picture windows flanked by with

operable sash, again for ventilation during
warm weather.




Wide overhanging eaves, another Ranch
House hallmark, provide shade from
summer sun and protection from rain.

103 This picture shows how the wide eaves

work in conjunction with the new awning
windows to provide for shade, ventilation,
and protection from the rain.




A distinctive detail on many early Georgia
Ranch Houses is the use of stonemasonry
contrasting with the red brick around the
front doorway.
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105 This detail shows up in some of the earliest

Ranch Houses in the state ...




106 and persists through the 1950s, where it

sometimes is integrated with planters and
terraces.

107 This same stone detail can often be found

around front picture windows as well.




108 One theory is that this kind of stonework
H o ‘37
e\, T design “conceit”...
= ‘:!"/-/ -
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109 recalling the traditional adobe brick and

B o T/ Stucco walls of those ancient Ranch Houses
SN in the Southwest.




110 Carports, although certainly not unique to

Georgia, are another characteristic of
Georgia’s Ranch Houses.

They come in a wide variety of sizes and
shapes.




or two-car versions, reflecting the
increasing number of two-car suburban
families.

113 Some early Georgia Ranch Houses had

enclosed garages.
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They were almost always attached to or
part of the main house, just like the
carports ...

sometimes extending the length of the
house ...

and sometimes configured into a front
courtyard, especially in the 1960s.



116 In the northern part of the state, where

building lots are steeply sloped, garages and
carports were sometimes tucked under the
main body of the house.

117 Another important regional feature is the

screened porch.
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1940s (about as early as any ranch-house
feature in Georgia could show up) ...

and in greater numbers with the late-1940s
red-brick Ranch Houses.




120 They continued to be built as integral parts

of the houses well into the 1960s (in spite
of the advent of central air conditioning).

Most are on the sides (or ends) of the
houses.




A few are on the front, where they often
form a courtyard effect.

Some are integrated between the house
and carport.



124 But many are on the backs of houses,
where they can't be seen very well from the
street.

125 X 5 | AN .23 In this case, you might think that this Ranch

@g House had no porch, or that an original
{ porch on the end of the house was infilled
to make an additional room in the house.
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But when you look around the side of the
house, you can see the original porch, on
the back corner, recessed under the main
roof.

Leila Ross Wilburn, an Atlanta architect,
incorporated screened porches in many of
her early Ranch House designs ...
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as did the local Home Builders Plan Service.

Apparently the West Coast ranch-house
designers who liked the open-air patios
were unaware of Georgia’s gnats and
mosquitoes!

Although, having said that, it should also be
noted that, gnats and mosquitoes
notwithstanding, many Georgia Ranch
Houses do in fact have the more California-
type open-air patio or terrace ...
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This Atlonta home is featured by the large living

the kitchen where it is needed, odjoining
both the dining oreo and the terroce.

L1217 Sq B

HOME BUILDER'S PLAN SERVICE

® 22 MARIETTA STREET BUILDING e ATLANTA 3,GA.

SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 1953

| |

semi-modern home was
planned by Home Builders
Plan Service, Atlanta. The
variety in root lines helps
to avold a '‘severe’’ appear-
ance, The wide windows, and
the porch with fron grillwork,
add to the pleasing appear-
ance of the home which has
1525 square feet of [floor
space. The carport area
adds another 276 square feet,

| ¢ A
DESIGNED for living. This

!* * ok k%

and in its 1948 plan book the Home
Builder’s Plan Service included a number of

plans for Ranch Houses with open-air
terraces.

A somewhat “odd” Georgia Ranch House
trait is a predilection for more “enclosed”
interior spaces --traditional “rooms” --
rather than the new “open” floor plans.



132 The same 1948 Atlanta Journal article that

noted the preference for brick Ranch
Houses in Georgia also noted that "a large
percentage [of new homebuyers] prefer the
rambling type ... house ... with a dining
room .... in spite of decorators' magazines
designed to popularize the combination
living-dining room such as is featured in
functional houses."

133 You can see in this Home Builders Plan

Service floor plan how not only the dining
room but also the kitchen, den, and living
room are separate rooms, walled off from
each other.
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This design trait is evident in many of the
Ranch House plans offered by the Atlanta-
based Home Builders Plan Service ...

"DESIGNS FOR BEYTER LIVING
"DESIGNS FOR BETTER LIVING"

HOME BUILDER'S PLAN SERVICE + 23 MARITTA STRIET BUILDING o ATLANTA 3. GA.

# HOMS BUIDEES PLAN SERVICE « 33 MAMITYA CTRESY Mumfeus o AT ANTA & 84

and it is also evident in house designs by
RAHIGH AND COLANIAL HOMER Leila Ross Wilburn whose houses are
everywhere in the Atlanta area.

RANCH AND COLONIAL HOMES

This may be a reflection of a broader
regional conservatism in house design.

Perhaps it has something to do with
Southern manners and a sense of
decorum?




136 A related conservative trait is retaining the

traditional front entry and traditional front
windows ...

137 "&.k“;ii instead of a blank front facade as was the

way with many trendy California designs.

~
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Now let’s consider a few things that
distinguish the history of Georgia’s Ranch
Houses.

For one thing, as we've already seen,
Georgia has a lot of Ranch Houses.




140 This simple fact makes Georgia's Ranch

House history distinctive.

BIG PARADE OF HOMES BROUGHT OUT THE CROWDS Forest. Thirteen builders put up houses, drew 15.000 paid admis-
Delta got a big boost by persuading the Savannah Home sions. “The traffic and fanfare,” says Cecil Mason, who is president
Builders Assn. to hold its first Parade of Homes at Windsor of the association, “really put the new community on the map.”

141 And with good reason: It resulted from the

state’s tremendous growth during the two
decades following World War II.




142

143

_in growing DeKalb County m‘“‘“&%m _

NEW STREETS CUT
TOO FAST TO NAME

Doraville and Chamblee in Midst
Of Building Boom; More Projects Seen

In the past vear new streets have been cut in Doravil
and Chamblee faster than they coud be named. As soon i
2 street is opened plans are developed to open others.

with DeKalb County in metropolitan Atlanta
leading the way, accounting for more than
25% of all new homes being built in Georgia
during this period of time.

Indeed, in some parts of the DeKalb county,
new subdivision streets were being
developed faster than they could be
named!
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PERFECT FIT FOR FAMILY OF FIVE ]

Happy Home Owners Have |

No Harsh Words for Builders

By LOIS NORVELL
“If we had it to do over again we don’t know of anylhmg
we would change about our house.”

a2 Souple talilag ayas Mt dnd Jartha does her homework at the

found it refreshing ta find lean, a first-grader, does| tr:

o Dorma|two things at goce—works consel
owners 50 pleased with no har i -
words for Z{rhkl«u or contract-, €ntiously on her color book
P Ttens 1o the Tadio, Weyne con
crnlrllcl on lM Ielevnsmn pro-
sisters joining him
d Feteea mm e projects.

HOUSE has three bed
- rooms, or mlly four at present.
Little

2hd bullt 16 suit the heeds af theis 1
mily, Bl

“OUR KITCHEN was oo smusl o
aid M

Yrays under foot, you ki -
they, would Be wher-

So" e planned. 120,

enough for them .|

“In this home our kilchen, roo
merges into a den, which certaine
ly does its share of the work
our family. It is Sfpari(cd lrom
the kitchen only
‘which has its back Io the kll(hl’n
stove and its front to the den. 1

Fenr & Dreakiast soom and ¢ big.
kitchen—well, we've found out
that this room serves the purpose
of all those. oy
This den, favorite spot with the
youngsters, has a fireplace, a tele-
vision set,
chair wit

|
|
|

frs. Thomas, “but, of course,
rndy 1o guide us away from lﬂy
stakes.”

“We developed the plan Ior ourl
house with the assistance
actors in whom we had. come |
plete confidence,” |

e wor
ulll \Mlh them, then
architect to have the actual plan
refined and dnwn up. We had the
n from our con-

Now many families might com-|
plain about_ the tratn. ecing hy

And the house of preference during this
time period was, clearly, the new Ranch
House.

Georgia also has some pretty good
examples of early Ranch Houses

starting with that mid-1930s house in Fort
Valley
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TERRACE AND FLOWRR BEDS
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: COVERED TERRACE } D
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Living and sleeping zones of house, each
within distinctly separate rectangles,
intersect to form a T-shaped plan.

Centered entrance bridges two wings
— makes it easy to reach one or the
other without crossing one to the other.

“The kitchen is the "pilot house.” Be-
tween family and living rooms, it serves
both equally well.

Look at the opportunities for out-
door living: Paved terraces at entrance,
atrear, and off parents’ bedroom. In
‘most climates, & porch like the one off
family room is & summer savior.

Basement has outside entrance from

over-all dimensions of 48x63 feet.
AETTER HONES § GARDENS, SEPTIMGES, 1957

and that 1941 architect-designed red-brick
Ranch House in Lenox Park in Atlanta.

Ranch Houses in Georgia also kept up with
the times.

Here’s the Better Homes & Gardens “ldea
Home” for 1957, representing the latest in
ranch-house design ...



148 and here it is (on the bottom) as it was built

in DeKalb County that same year.

149 . Georgia’s Ranch Houses and their architects
also received some very early and
continuing notice in the national press.

The 1946 Book of Houses featured an early

Ranch House designed by Atlanta architect

W. Montgomery Anderson. This was about

. o e % as early as anyone could get a Ranch House
by featured in a national publication

an arch: ech. The beeakfne oo s B o
ety o s 4 m\dhrm]pwu caly .\,,,... a.(
3 30d croas venti.

Trim Howse With Simple Lines, Well-Locased
Gursge, Spaciows Garden and Pley Area

ed\

e foe k !nu“

oc the lawadry and a small beater, thus aving the
of humum and stairs. B\n oven a it -unda
house s bemer than mest amall homes,
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Atlanta goes modern

~——without going overboard. Architects Finch & Barnes gave their builders

clean design, efficient techniqg and just a hint of troditic
Resvlt: @ “new’” market in the old South

COLF VIEW SUsDMS

LOCATION: Athaste,

FINCH & BARNES, sk

THOMAS NORTHCUTT & RAYMOND SANDERS, bell
PRICES: $2),008%

ATION  Macon, Georgia
Leagur, Warren and Riley
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. League

The early 1950s Contemporary-style Ranch
Houses in Atlanta’s Golf View subdivision,
designed by Georgia Tech architect Bill
Finch, also got national publicity ...

as did Jean League Newton’s 1950
contemporary Ranch House in Macon,
which was showcased in no fewer than five
national architectural magazines and a

subsequent book (Quality Budget Homes,
1954).



152 In 1952, as we already have seen, a

seemingly plain red-brick Ranch House
designed by Atlanta architect Clement J.
Ford was highlighted in a full-color two-
page spread in the Better Homes & Gardens
magazine.

153 Just a few years later, the developers of the

Northwoods suburb outside Atlanta
received national notice for successfully
marketing their new contemporary designs
to a previously resistant middle-class
clientele.

T o 0n0 o4 e ity aet ot e R arTsady deespt st 4 Adasta

Atlanta contemporary:
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In Savannah, developer Clayton Powell and
architect Ralph Thomas gained national
publicity for their collaboration on the
design and construction of new Eichler-
style Ranch Houses in the July and August
1955 issues of House and Home.

Also in the mid-1950s, Georgia’s Ranch
House history was enriched by the work of
Joseph W. Robinson in Atlanta. Robinson
was one of Georgia’s earliest African-
American architects and the first to
specialize in designing Ranch Houses.

In his home office, which he had designed
and built in 1953, he drew plans for several
hundred Ranch Houses for a largely African-
American clientele.



156 Robinson was best known for his

fashionably up-to-date Contemporary-style
designs, like this house in Atlanta’s Collier
Heights neighborhood.

adl MeAraritan Ideal Now let's look at some larger characteristics

of LEVELING UP of the Ranch House generally but that also
apply to Georgia.

s One is what we call “democratization.”
: “Leveling up” is what it was called in this
1950 House Beautiful article.

In short: every homebuyer could
participate in the ranch-house
phenomenon at some level.




158 This is how it played out, at least in Georgia:

Right from the start, homebuyers could

choose from big Ranch Houses to small
Ranch Houses ...

159 and from the plain and simple to the avant-

garde.
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We are passing these ideas on to you

as a home builder because we know that
an i u
W W

you want a better home

at Better Homes & Gardens, and the best of these we

Much of the “leveling” or “democratizing”
came from the mass media which
distributed information about the Ranch
House to just about everyone in America at
the time.

In Georgia, this phenomenon was
supported by architects such as Leila Ross
Wilburn who not only custom-designed
houses but also published plan books and
catalogs for homebuyers and builders ...
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and to an even greater degree by local
& commercial plan book publishers such as
the Home Builders Plan Service and W. D.
Farmer in Atlanta which made ranch-house
plans available to everyone.

- ;
g ron By L iviong” * homes for

pleasant lroing

—

HOME BUILDER'S PLAN SERVICE
21 MARIETTA STREET, ATLANTA. GA.
COMPLITE PLANS AND 3PECIFICATIONS

And, as we’ve seen, even the newspapers
got into the act with weekly features about
Ranch Houses.

O
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There also were builders and contractors
ready to provide just about anyone with
house designs as well as construction
services ... like the Knox Company of
Thomson.

In a very real sense, then, the Ranch House
in Georgia and elsewhere truly knew no
economic or class boundaries.
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Interestingly enough, the Ranch House in
Georgia also knew no racial boundaries.

Although ranch-house developments clearly
respected the prevailing segregated housing
patterns of the time, the Ranch House itself
provided housing for black and white
families alike.

These two similar “standard” Ranch Houses
built on opposite sides of Atlanta in the
early 1950s attest to this.

These two similar custom-designed Ranch
Houses in Atlanta, one by a white architect
for a white client, the other by a black
architect for a black client, make the same
point.
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Two similar mid-1950s housing
developments on opposite sides of Atlanta
also demonstrate this phenomenon:

North Druid Woods subdivision near
Decatur was an exclusively white middle-
class suburban development.

Here is a view of a street in North Druid
Woods.



Here is a typical Ranch House on a street in
the neighborhood ...

171 and here’s another, on one of the new-

fangled cul-de-sacs.




172 The Urban Villas subdivision in west Atlanta

was planned, financed, built, and lived in by
African-Americans.

This is one of the entrance streets into the
development.




174 This is a typical street scene in the

neighborhood ...

175

and these are two typical Ranch Houses in
the neighborhood.
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Places of Their Own

African-American suburban development in
the South is just now being recognized by
historians and geographers as a distinctive
regional development.

The west side of Atlanta has an exceptional
collection of African-American ranch-house
developments dating from the early 1950s ...
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culminating in Collier Heights, now
recognized through its recent listing in the
National Register of Historic Places as the
one of the foremost mid—ZOth—century
African-American suburbs in the country.
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This concludes Part V of The Ordinary Iconic Ranch House. The story of the Ranch House in
Georgia continues with Part VI, "Concluding Remarks and Sources of Information."



