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The Ordinary Iconic Ranch House is about the mid-20th-century Ranch House in Georgia.   
It is presented in six parts. 
 
Part V (this part) identifies the distinctive architectural and historical aspects of the 
“Georgia” Ranch House.  
 
Other parts of The Ordinary Iconic Ranch House tell other parts of the Ranch House story. 
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What accounts for this tremendous variety 
of new Ranch House designs all across 
Georgia at the middle of the 20th century? 
  
Something more than just the national 
trends and influences, as persuasive as they 
may have been? 
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Certainly the presence of professionally 
trained architects in the state contributed 
to this phenomenon: 
  
Precedent-setting architects such as David 
Cuttino in Atlanta, a 1928 graduate of the 
Clemson University School of Architecture, 
who after relocating to Georgia in the late 
1930s designed the earliest Ranch Houses 
in Atlanta; 
 



 4 

 

James H. “Bill” Finch, a Georgia Tech School 
of Architecture graduate, who introduced 
the Contemporary-style Ranch House to 
Atlanta in 1950 with the houses he 
designed for the Golf View subdivision -- 
but who then pretty much abandoned 
residential architecture for commercial and 
institutional buildings; 
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Ellamae Ellis League in Macon, classically 
trained at the Beaux-Arts Institute of Design 
in New York and then the Ecole des Beaux 
Arts in Fontainebleu France, who then 
established her own firm and in 1942 
designed what may have been the first 
Ranch House in Macon … 
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and her daughter, Jean League Newton, 
who earned her architectural degree from 
the Harvard Graduate School of Design and 
in 1950 designed this Contemporary-style 
Ranch House for her brother and sister-in-
law – the first Ranch House in Georgia to be 
individually listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places; 
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Bernard Webb, another graduate of the 
Georgia Tech School of Architecture, who 
worked for five years for Ellamae Ellis 
League in Macon prior to World  War II, 
then worked as a draftsman in a California 
architectural office for a short time, and 
then returned to Macon to open his own 
practice in the late 1940s, design his own 
Contemporary-style Ranch House in a 
ravine in Shirley Hills in 1950, and design 
another across town in 1951; 
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Ernest Mastin and John Summers, both 
Georgia Tech School of Architecture 
graduates, who starting in 1953 designed 
half a dozen Contemporary-style "model" 
homes for Walter Talley’s Northwoods 
development in Doraville; 
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Ralph Thomas in Savannah, yet another 
Georgia Tech-trained architect, who in the 
mid-1950s introduced “Eichler” style Ranch 
Houses to Savannah and Georgia and who 
partnered with a local developer to build 
them; 
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Clement J. Ford, a 1929 Georgia Tech School 
of Architecture graduate, who in mid-career 
designed this seemingly plain, seemingly 
simple, classic “red-brick” Ranch House 
featured in a two-page color spread in 
Better Homes & Gardens 1952 issue of Five 
Star Homes; 
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and Joseph Robinson who designed 
hundreds of single-family houses including 
many Ranch Houses for Atlanta's African-
American society. 
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Another contributing factor to the variety of 
Ranch House design was a design 
competition sponsored by Rich's 
Department Store in Atlanta right after 
World War II. 
  
At that time, Rich's was expanding its "Store 
for Homes" in anticipation of the post-war 
frenzy for new homes and home 
furnishings. 
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To promote its expanded home furnishings 
store, Rich's sponsored a national home 
design competition, in cooperation with 
Progressive Architecture magazine, to show 
its  customers the kinds of new houses that 
could be furnished with its products. 
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This is the kind of house that was featured:  
the new Ranch House. 
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Here's another one:  a rather sophisticated 
California-Contemporary style courtyard-
type Ranch House, somewhat prosaically 
called "a realistic house for Georgia." 
  
It was designed by an up-and-coming 
modernist architect, Hugh Stubbins, 
another Georgia Tech graduate who had 
gone on to the Harvard Graduate School of 
Design and was practicing in Boston. 
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And here's the classic "linear" Ranch House, 
with bedrooms at one end, carport at the 
other, and open family living spaces 
between. 
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But just as important -- arguably more 
important -- was the role played by plan 
book publishers, especially those in the 
Georgia market, who aimed their catalogs 
directly at builders, developers, and all 
those prospective homebuyers. 
 
 
 



 18 

 

One of the most important was the Home 
Builders Plan Service headquartered in 
Atlanta. 
  
In 1948 -- at the very dawn of the ranch-
house phenomenon in Georgia -- the 
company published its "Designs for Better 
Living." 
  
This single plan book pretty much defined 
the new Ranch House for Georgia: 
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And there it was, prominently featured, a 
"semi-modern beauty:"   
  
the seemingly plain, hip-roofed, red-brick 
Ranch House that would quickly become 
the "signature" Ranch House in Georgia. 
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With houses like these, the Home Builders 
Plan Service brought the western Ranch 
House to Georgia and the South in all its 
different forms ... 
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including the basic linear type ... 
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the linear type with a projecting cluster of 
bedrooms at one end ... 
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modestly "rambling" Ranch Houses with 
their offsets or setbacks ... 
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and courtyard and half-courtyard or L-
shaped Ranch Houses. 
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As unexciting graphically as it may have 
been, at least by today’s standards, this 
1948 plan book pretty much introduced the 
full range of middle-of-the-road Ranch 
Houses to builders and homebuyers alike in 
Georgia. 
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This one, the “semi-modern beauty,” was 
built in the Parkwood subdivision in DeKalb 
County,  
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In 1955 another Atlanta plan book 
publisher, the Small Homes Plan Service, 
published this catalog of new house designs 
including a few Split Levels along with more 
numerous Ranch Houses (at the present 
time it is unclear whether this was the 
company’s first publication or one in a 
series).  
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This catalog is of particular interest because 
it features Ranch Houses that already had 
been built by 1955.  
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These included a broad range of “middle-
class” houses, from the then-popular “red-
brick” Ranch House with its carport and 
screened porch … 
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to the rather avant-garde Contemporary-
style Ranch House …  
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and the “plain-style” red-brick Ranch House 
with its clean-cut lines, incised window 
openings, paneled picture window, and 
open carport.  
 



32 

 

Also included were courtyard-type Ranch 
Houses … 
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and examples of a more formal Colonial 
Revival-style one-story house that might be 
called the “Georgian” Ranch House.  
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Evidencing the great variety of Ranch-
House plans, this outwardly typical linear-
with-cluster plan reversed the more 
common functional arrangement by 
locating the family living spaces in the 
“cluster” and the bedrooms in the “linear” 
section.  
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This catalog also featured Ranch Houses 
with patterned brickwork enlivening the 
“plain” red-brick walls …  
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and with fieldstone paneling around 
windows and doorways, another hallmark 
of the 1950s Ranch House in Georgia.  
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Of particular interest are the numerous 
examples of Ranch Houses with Stone 
Mountain granite foundations. 
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The use of this locally available stone for 
foundations appears to be a distinct 
regional phenomenon in the 1950s.  
 

   

39 

 

Leila Ross Wilburn, an Atlanta architect 
better known for her earlier Craftsman 
Bungalow house plans, also entered the 
mid-century Ranch-House plan book 
market. 
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Her plan books were aimed at builders 
(although prospective homebuyers 
certainly got their hands on them) ... 
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Like other locally produced catalogs, her 
plan books help show where the designs for 
many of the Ranch Houses in Georgia came 
from.  
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Most of her Ranch Houses were of the 
relatively "plain" red-brick mode.  
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A hallmark is the cascading hipped roof 
which both unifies and enlivens her 
designs.  
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Another is a marked tendency toward more 
traditional “enclosed” rooms, particular the 
living room, dining room, and kitchen.  
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In some instances these rooms were fully 
enclosed.  
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In this regard, her designs represented a 
strong regional preference for clearly 
defined interior spaces rather than the 
more prevalent open-space planning.  
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In the early 1960s, another Atlanta plan-
book producer, W. D. Farmer, competed 
with the Home Builders Plan Service, the 
Small Homes Plan Service, and Leila Ross 
Wilburn, expanding and modernizing the 
local palette of Ranch Houses designs.  
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Farmer’s designs ranged from modest “red-
brick” Ranch Houses …  
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And Contemporary-style houses …  
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To expansive examples of both.  
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He also designed a number of transversely 
oriented Ranch Houses suitable for 
narrower building lots.  But in 
contradistinction to other architects’ 
transverse designs, Farmer placed the 
family living spaces in the front and the 
bedrooms to the rear.  
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W. D. Farmer's claim to fame was focusing 
first on the plans and the forms of the 
house and then dressing them up in any 
number of architectural styles to suit his 
clients’ tastes.  In this example, the same 
floor plan is given three distinct exterior 
architectural treatments.  
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Here are two different examples of some of 
his largest Ranch House types -- the true L-
shaped or half-courtyard on the left and the 
faux half-courtyard (with just the garage in 
the “L”) on the right -- with similar 
Contemporary styling. 
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In breaking away from the more traditional 
“red-brick” exteriors, Farmer also 
incorporated new decorative materials and 
features in his designs:  textured brick 
walls, perforated concrete-block screen 
walls, big paneled windows, and angled 
gable-roof overhangs.  
 

55 

 

Also contributing to the proliferation and 
diversity of mid-century Georgia Ranch 
Houses were the many new builders and 
developers who supplied the market with a 
full range of new houses. 
 
They fall into three main groups: 
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(1) a very small group of developers who 
built a few full-fledged suburban 
communities; 
(2) a very large group of smaller-scale 
developers who built the many subdivisions 
in the growing suburban areas around the 
state's larger cities; 
(3) and a large group of builders who built 
individual houses in older neighborhoods as 
well as the new suburbs. 
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Chief among the few large-scale developers 
was Walter Tally of Atlanta.  Anticipating 
the demand for new post-war suburban 
houses in DeKalb County, in 1950 he began 
developing Northwoods, the state's first 
successful mid-century planned suburban 
community, comprising more than 700 
houses and community facilities on 250 
acres of former farmland near Doraville. 
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Tally's initial houses were of the relatively 
plain, red-brick type, with designs likely 
taken from a local plan shop such as the 
Home Builders Plan Service. 
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In 1953, he retained two Georgia Tech-
trained architects, Ernest Mastin and John 
Summers, to design half a dozen 
Contemporary-style "model" homes. 
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This new style of Ranch House proved so 
popular with Tally's local middle-class 
clientele that it garnered national attention. 
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A second new suburban community was 
planned for Savannah in the mid-1950s by a 
consortium of local builders and developers 
including Clayton Powell. 
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Less successful than Tally's  Northwoods, it 
was nevertheless highly successful in 
introducing a new style of Ranch House to 
Georgia -- the "Eichler" style -- designed by 
local architects including Ralph Thomas. 
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Indeed, Windsor Forest garnered national 
attention for its up-to-date house designs in 
Georgia. 
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A slightly later planned suburban 
community was Embry Hills in northern 
DeKalb County.  Development was begun in 
the mid-1950s by the Embry Realty 
Company, owned by the three Embry 
brothers, Jack, James, and Neal. 
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Encompassing some 600 acres of former 
farmland, the development eventually 
included nearly 1,000 houses, several 
apartment complexes, retail stores, and 
offices. 
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Many of the new houses were Ranch 
Houses, most of the "signature" red-brick 
kind.  
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Indeed, in the mid- to late-1950s, nine out 
of every ten new houses in Embry Hills 
were Ranch Houses. 
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Other large suburban developments were 
developed in a piecemeal manner, over 
time, by a single developer, as time, money, 
and the market permitted.  For example, 
this plat map is for Section 4 of the Collier 
Heights subdivision which eventually 
comprised eight separate but interrelated 
subdivisions … 
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all part of a much larger constellation of 
subdivisions comprising the Collier Heights 
suburb on the west side of Atlanta. 
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The plat for this subdivision, Long Acres in 
Sandy Springs north of Atlanta, represents 
the more typical post-war subdivision.  It 
was developed starting in 1952 by the Roy 
D. Warren Company.  It was one of the first 
subdivisions in Sandy Spring. 
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The company bought former farmland at 
the corner of a historic Land Lot, subdivided 
the property into some two dozen building 
lots, and installed basic infrastructure 
including streets and drainage.  The 
company then sold the individual lots to a 
builder, Q. S. King Contracting Company, 
which built houses for sale on speculation.   
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The houses were the new, seemingly plain, 
immensely popular "red-brick" Ranch 
Houses, very much like those introduced to 
Georgia just a few years earlier by the 
Home Builders Plan Service. 
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This type of small-scale piecemeal 
development, occurring over and over 
again, eventually built out much of the 
sprawling post-war suburbs around not just 
Atlanta but all of Georgia's larger cities. 
 
 
 



 74 

 

Complementing the likes of Warren's work 
were Thomas Northcutt and Raymond 
Sanders who developed the equally small-
scale Golf View subdivision in northwest 
Atlanta starting in 1950. 
 
Comprised of only 16 lots, the subdivision 
was distinguished by its architect-designed 
houses. 
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Northcutt recruited Georgia Tech-trained 
architects William "Bill" Finch and Miller 
Barnes to design a suite of the new 
California Contemporary-style Ranch 
Houses.  
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These houses were among the earliest 
examples of this new style in Georgia ... 
 
 
 

 77 

 

and were recognized as such in the national 
architectural press. 
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Representing the other end of the spectrum 
of builders in Georgia – small-scale builders 
who built individual Ranch Houses in a 
particular community --  are Billy Barr and 
Geraldine Berry. 
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Geraldine Berry began building houses in 
Savannah in the 1940s and in the 1950s 
built some of the earliest local Ranch 
Houses. 
  
Her houses, locally called "Berry Built" 
houses, were held in high esteem by their 
owners. 
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Billy Barr was a Georgia Tech-trained 
industrial designer who, after World War II, 
went into the homebuilding business in 
Cedartown, where he built a number of 
new Ranch Houses on the outskirts of 
established neighborhoods. 
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A different approach to building houses was 
taken by the post-war Knox Company of 
Thomson, Georgia, which designed and 
prefabricated Contemporary-style Ranch 
Houses and shipped them for erection 
anywhere in the state. 
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Neighborhoods on the west side of Atlanta 
provided unique opportunities for African-
American developers and builders in the 
post-war period, and they introduced the 
Ranch House to African-American 
homebuyers. 
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John C. Calhoun, an insurance company 
executive and real-estate sales person, 
went into the residential development 
business in 1951 with his Chicamauga 
Heights subdivision. 
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The new Ranch House was his choice for 
this exclusive new African-American 
neighborhood. 
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Quentin V. Williamson, head of Williamson 
and Company real estate, oversaw the 
development of several subdivisions in the 
exclusive Collier Heights neighborhood in 
Atlanta ... 
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also featuring the new Ranch Houses. 
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Walter Aiken, Atlanta's most prolific mid-
century builder, built more than 3,000 
single-family houses on the west side of the 
city from the 1920s into the 1960s. 
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Starting in the 1950s, he specialized in 
building Ranch Houses. 
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Lots of Ranch Houses 
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Many of the Ranch Houses in all these new 
subdivisions were actually built by Warren 
Whatley, Sr.  Right after World War II, 
Whatley and his brothers founded a 
construction company, Whatley Bros. 
Construction, that specialized in the 
construction of houses for black and white 
developers alike.  
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Let’s look now at some of the distinctive 
architectural characteristics of Georgia’s 
Ranch Houses. 
  
Things that might make Georgia’s Ranch 
Houses “Georgia,” so to speak, or at least 
“Southern.” 
  
“Distinctive” if not necessarily “unique.” 
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1947 – Parkwood (“red brick”)

 

A good place to start is so obvious that it is 
often overlooked:  red brick. 
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1947 – Parkwood (“red brick”)

 

Red-brick Ranch Houses first appeared in 
numbers in 1947 -- right at the beginning of 
the post-WWII ranch-house boom -- and 
then quickly became the “signature” Ranch 
House in Georgia. 
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As we have seen, they were featured in the 
1948 Home Builders Plan Service plan book. 
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That same year, the Atlanta Journal noted 
that "a large percentage [of new 
homebuyers in Georgia] prefer a rambling 
type brick house." 
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Red-brick Ranch Houses in Georgia gained 
national attention in 1952 when Better 
Homes & Gardens magazine featured a red-
brick Ranch House designed by Atlanta 
architect Clement J. Ford. 
  
This seemingly simple house was heralded 
as the epitome of what a middle-class 
Ranch House should be: 
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In the editors’ opinion, it “avoided the 
triteness of the Traditional as well as the 
starkness of the Modern” and presented a 
“fresh pleasing style of its own.” 
 
This pretty much legitimized the seemingly 
plain red-brick Ranch House as the 
Southeast’s answer to the Southwestern 
Ranch House! 
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Why red brick, you might ask? 
  
After World War II, brick was aggressively 
promoted by the brick industry as a 
durable, maintenance-free, and relatively 
inexpensive building material … 
  
and Georgia had lots of red clay being made 
into bricks at brickyards in Macon and 
elsewhere. 
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So in a very real sense, the red-brick Ranch 
House that we’re all so familiar with is an 
unheralded indigenous structure! 
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Other regional characteristics include 
modern awning or jalousie windows that 
provided for ventilation during rainy 
weather and summer thunderstorms … 
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and picture windows flanked by with 
operable sash, again for ventilation during 
warm weather. 
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Wide overhanging eaves, another Ranch 
House hallmark, provide shade from 
summer sun and protection from rain. 
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This picture shows how the wide eaves 
work in conjunction with the new awning 
windows to provide for shade, ventilation, 
and protection from the rain. 
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A distinctive detail on many early Georgia 
Ranch Houses is the use of stonemasonry 
contrasting with the red brick  around the 
front doorway. 
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This detail shows up in some of the earliest 
Ranch Houses in the state … 
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and persists through the 1950s, where it 
sometimes is integrated with planters and 
terraces. 
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This same stone detail can often be found 
around front picture windows as well. 
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One theory is that this kind of stonework 
was a design “conceit”… 
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recalling the traditional adobe brick and 
stucco walls of those ancient Ranch Houses 
in the Southwest. 
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Carports, although certainly not unique to 
Georgia, are another characteristic of 
Georgia’s Ranch Houses.   
  
They come in a wide variety of sizes and 
shapes. 
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Most were either one-car versions like  
this … 
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or two-car versions, reflecting the 
increasing number of two-car suburban 
families. 
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Some early Georgia Ranch Houses had 
enclosed garages. 
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They were almost always attached to or 
part of the main house, just like the 
carports … 
  
sometimes extending the length of the 
house … 
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and sometimes configured into a front 
courtyard, especially in the 1960s. 
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In the northern part of the state, where 
building lots are steeply sloped, garages and 
carports were sometimes tucked under the 
main body of the house. 
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Another important regional feature is the 
screened porch. 
 
 
 



118 

 

Screened porches first show up in the early 
1940s (about as early as any ranch-house 
feature in Georgia could show up) ... 
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and in greater numbers with the late-1940s 
red-brick Ranch Houses. 
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They continued to be built as integral parts 
of the houses well into the 1960s (in spite 
of the advent of central air conditioning). 
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Most are on the sides (or ends) of the 
houses. 
 
 



122 

 

A few are on the front, where they often 
form a courtyard effect. 
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Some are integrated between the house 
and carport. 
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But many are on the backs of houses, 
where they can't be seen very well from the 
street. 
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In this case, you might think that this Ranch 
House had no porch, or that an original 
porch on the end of the house was infilled 
to make an additional room in the house. 
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But when you look around the side of the 
house, you can see the original porch, on 
the back corner, recessed under the main 
roof. 
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Leila Ross Wilburn, an Atlanta architect, 
incorporated screened porches in many of 
her early Ranch House designs ... 
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as did the local Home Builders Plan Service. 
  
Apparently the West Coast ranch-house 
designers who liked the open-air patios 
were unaware of Georgia’s gnats and 
mosquitoes! 
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Although, having said that, it should also be 
noted that, gnats and mosquitoes 
notwithstanding, many Georgia Ranch 
Houses do in fact have the more California-
type open-air patio or terrace ... 
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and in its 1948 plan book the Home 
Builder’s Plan Service included a number of 
plans for Ranch Houses with open-air 
terraces. 
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A somewhat “odd” Georgia Ranch House 
trait is a predilection for more “enclosed” 
interior spaces --traditional “rooms” -- 
rather than the new “open” floor plans. 
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The same 1948 Atlanta Journal article that 
noted the preference for brick Ranch 
Houses in Georgia also noted that "a large 
percentage [of new homebuyers] prefer the 
rambling type ... house ... with a dining 
room .... in spite of decorators' magazines 
designed to popularize the combination 
living-dining room such as is featured in 
functional houses."   
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You can see in this Home Builders Plan 
Service floor plan how not only the dining 
room but also the kitchen, den, and living 
room are separate rooms, walled off from 
each other. 
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This design trait is evident in many of the 
Ranch House plans offered by the Atlanta-
based Home Builders Plan Service ... 
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and it is also evident in house designs by 
Leila Ross Wilburn whose houses are 
everywhere in the Atlanta area. 
  
This may be a reflection of a broader 
regional conservatism in house design. 
  
Perhaps it has something to do with 
Southern manners and a sense of 
decorum? 
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A related conservative trait is retaining the 
traditional front entry and traditional front 
windows …  
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instead of a blank front façade as was the 
way with many trendy California designs. 
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Now let’s consider a few things that 
distinguish the history  of Georgia’s Ranch 
Houses. 
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For one thing, as we've already seen, 
Georgia has a lot  of Ranch Houses.  
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This simple fact makes Georgia's Ranch 
House history distinctive. 
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And with good reason:  It resulted from the 
state’s tremendous growth during the two 
decades following World War II. 
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with DeKalb County in metropolitan Atlanta 
leading the way, accounting for more than 
25% of all new homes being built in Georgia 
during this period of time. 
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Indeed, in some parts of the DeKalb county, 
new subdivision streets were being 
developed faster than they could be 
named! 
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And the house of preference during this 
time period was, clearly, the new Ranch 
House. 
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Georgia also has some pretty good 
examples of early Ranch Houses … 
  
starting with that mid-1930s house in Fort  
Valley ... 
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and that 1941 architect-designed red-brick 
Ranch House in Lenox Park in Atlanta. 
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Ranch Houses in Georgia also kept up with 
the times. 
  
Here’s the Better Homes & Gardens “Idea 
Home” for 1957, representing the latest in 
ranch-house design …  
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and here it is (on the bottom) as it was built 
in DeKalb County that same year. 
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Georgia’s Ranch Houses and their architects 
also received some very early and 
continuing notice in the national press. 
  
The 1946 Book of Houses featured an early 
Ranch House designed by Atlanta architect 
W. Montgomery Anderson.  This was about 
as early as anyone could get a Ranch House 
featured in a national publication 
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The early 1950s Contemporary-style Ranch 
Houses in Atlanta’s Golf View subdivision, 
designed by Georgia Tech architect Bill 
Finch, also got national publicity … 
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as did Jean League Newton’s 1950 
contemporary Ranch House in Macon, 
which was showcased in no fewer than five  
national architectural magazines and a 
subsequent book (Quality Budget Homes, 
1954). 
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In 1952, as we already have seen, a 
seemingly plain red-brick Ranch House 
designed by Atlanta architect Clement J. 
Ford was highlighted in a full-color two-
page spread in the Better Homes & Gardens 
magazine. 
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Just a few years later, the developers of the 
Northwoods suburb outside Atlanta 
received national notice for successfully 
marketing their new contemporary designs 
to a previously resistant middle-class 
clientele. 
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In Savannah, developer Clayton Powell and 
architect Ralph Thomas gained national 
publicity for their collaboration on the 
design and construction of new Eichler-
style Ranch Houses in the July and August 
1955 issues of House and Home. 
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Also in the mid-1950s, Georgia’s Ranch 
House history was enriched by the work of 
Joseph W. Robinson in Atlanta.  Robinson 
was one of Georgia’s earliest African-
American architects and the first to 
specialize in designing Ranch Houses. 
  
In his home office, which he had designed 
and built in 1953, he drew plans for several 
hundred Ranch Houses for a largely African-
American clientele. 
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Robinson was best known for his 
fashionably up-to-date Contemporary-style 
designs, like this house in Atlanta’s Collier 
Heights neighborhood. 
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Now let's look at some larger characteristics 
of the Ranch House generally but that also 
apply to Georgia. 
  
One is what we call “democratization.”  
“Leveling up” is what it was called in this 
1950 House Beautiful article. 
  
In short:  every homebuyer could 
participate in the ranch-house 
phenomenon at some level. 
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This is how it played out, at least in Georgia: 
  
Right from the start, homebuyers could 
choose from big Ranch Houses to small 
Ranch Houses … 
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1947 – Wilkinson house

 

and from the plain and simple to the avant-
garde. 
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Much of the “leveling” or “democratizing” 
came from the mass media which 
distributed information about the Ranch 
House to just about everyone in America at 
the time. 
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In Georgia, this phenomenon was 
supported by architects such as Leila Ross 
Wilburn who not only custom-designed 
houses but also published plan books and 
catalogs for homebuyers and builders … 
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and to an even greater degree by local 
commercial plan book publishers such as 
the Home Builders Plan Service and W. D. 
Farmer in Atlanta which made ranch-house 
plans available to everyone. 
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And, as we’ve seen, even the newspapers 
got into the act with weekly features about 
Ranch Houses. 
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There also were builders and contractors 
ready to provide just about anyone with 
house designs as well as construction 
services … like the Knox Company of 
Thomson. 
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In a very real sense, then, the Ranch House 
in Georgia and elsewhere truly knew no 
economic or class boundaries. 
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Interestingly enough, the Ranch House in 
Georgia also knew no racial boundaries. 
  
Although ranch-house developments clearly 
respected the prevailing segregated housing 
patterns of the time, the Ranch House itself 
provided housing for black and white 
families alike. 
  
These two similar “standard” Ranch Houses 
built on opposite sides of Atlanta in the 
early 1950s attest to this. 
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These two similar custom-designed Ranch 
Houses in Atlanta, one by a white architect 
for a white client, the other by a black 
architect for a black client, make the same 
point. 
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Two similar mid-1950s housing 
developments on opposite sides of Atlanta 
also demonstrate this phenomenon: 
 
North Druid Woods subdivision near 
Decatur was an exclusively white middle-
class suburban development. 
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Here is a view of a street in North Druid 
Woods. 
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Here is a typical Ranch House on a street in 
the neighborhood … 
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and here’s another, on one of the new-
fangled cul-de-sacs. 
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The Urban Villas subdivision in west Atlanta 
was planned, financed, built, and lived in by 
African-Americans. 
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This is one of the entrance streets into the 
development. 
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This is a typical street scene in the 
neighborhood … 
 
 
 

 175 

 

and these are two typical Ranch Houses in 
the neighborhood. 
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African-American suburban development in 
the South is just now being recognized by 
historians and geographers as a distinctive 
regional development. 
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The west side of Atlanta has an exceptional 
collection of African-American ranch-house 
developments dating from the early 1950s … 
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culminating in Collier Heights, now 
recognized through its recent listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places as the 
one of the foremost mid-20th-century 
African-American suburbs in the country. 
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This concludes Part V of The Ordinary Iconic Ranch House.  The story of the Ranch House in 
Georgia continues with Part VI, "Concluding Remarks and Sources of Information." 
 


